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23 November 2022 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
FAAAAR and Safe Anesthesia Care in Argentina 
 
I am writing on behalf of the World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists (WFSA), a 
unique global membership organization representing 133 national anesthesiology societies 
and anesthesiologists in 145 countries worldwide. WFSA is in official relations with the World 
Health Organization (WHO) and represents global anesthesia vis-à-vis the United Nations. 
Anesthesiologists are specialist physicians and experts in the provision of anesthesia care 
and sedation, including operative and perioperative care, pain medicine, critical care and 
resuscitation. 
 
The purpose of my letter is to draw your attention to the critical role the Federacion Argentina 
de Asociaciones, Anestesia, Analgesia y Reanimacion (FAAAAR) plays in the provision of 
safe anesthesia care in Argentina.  
 
The FAAAAR is the national anesthesiology society of Argentina and a member society of 
WFSA. Its mission focuses on improving access to safe anesthesia care, and includes 
anesthesia workforce planning and training, and development of quality of care standards. 
Argentina currently has a workforce ratio of 12.68 anesthesiologists per 100,000 population; 
this compares favorably with nations with similar per capita income. We commend the 
FAAAAR for its efforts in continuing to improve this ratio for the benefit of patients across 
Argentina.  
 
Together with WHO, the WFSA has published International Standards for a Safe Practice of 
Anesthesia1 which we call on WHO Member States, including Argentina, to implement. These 
International Standards categorically state that anesthesia is a medical practice, furthermore 
they outline the importance of anesthesiologist leadership. 
 
At WFSA we recognize and applaud the important contribution of FAAAAR to workforce 
strengthening and provision of safe anesthesia care in Argentina through a range of programs, 
including the development of anesthesia training standards, quality improvement activities, 
and provision of specialized education in teamwork, leadership, and management. In 
particular, we highlight the unwavering commitment of the FAAAAR to the public healthcare 
system in Argentina and its efforts to implement multi-year post-qualification Continuous 
Professional Development programs within public hospitals. 
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We hereby express our support for the FAAAAR goal of anesthesia only being delivered by 
physician anesthesiologists in Argentina. Furthermore, we emphasize that optimum patient 
care can only be achieved when decisions about national anesthesia workforce development 
include FAAAAR as the representative organization of anesthesiologists across Argentina and 
the experts in safe anesthesia care.  
 
 
Your sincerely,  
 
 

                                                              
 
 
Associate Professor Wayne Morriss                        
President, WFSA                                                         
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